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SUBJECT: FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER'S REMARKS REGARDING BIZONAL SOLUTION 
FOR CYPRUS PROMPTS AN ATTACK BY PASOK LEADER PAPANDREOU 
ON THE GOG 

1. THE ATHENS PRESS ON SEPTEMBER 20 REPORTED THAT FRENCH FOREIGN 
MINISTER SAUVAGNARGUES, IN THE COURSE OF AN INTERVIEW WITH A 
PARIS TELEVISION CORRESPONDENT DURING THE VISIT HERE OF PRESIDENT 
GISCARD D'ESTAING, MAINTAINED THAT THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD, 
ESSENTIALLY, ACCEPTED THE IDEA OF A BIZONAL FEDERATION FOR 
CYPRUS UNDER THE PRECONDITION THAT THE TURKISH ZONE WOULD BE 
REDUCED TO HALF OF ITS PRESENT SIZE. ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, 

PASOK LEADER ANDREAS PAPANDREOU ISSUED A STRONG STATEMENT 
CRITICIZING THE GOVERNMENT FOR HAVING IN EFFECT ACCEPTED PARTITION 
OF CYPRUS AND THAT IT HAD DONE SO CONSIDERING NEITHER THE GREEK NOR 
CYPRIOT PEOPLE. PAPANDREOU ALSO CHARACTERIZED IT AS 
DISTRESSING THAT THE GREEKS SHOULD BE INFORMED OF SUCH A POLICY 
DECISION BY FOREIGNERS RATHER THAN IN A RESPONSIBLE FASHION BY 
THEIR OWN GOVERNMENT 
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2. IN THE INTERVIEW THE GREEK PRESS CLAIMED SAUVAGNARGUES SAID 
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THE ONLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION FOR CYPRUS, UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS 
IS A BIZONAL FEDERATION COUPLED WITH A MEANINGFUL REDUCTION 
IN THE PRESENT TURKISH OCCUPIED AREA. MORE SPECIFICALLY, HE 
SAID THAT IN ORDER FOR THE BIZONAL SOLUTION TO BE ACCEPTED 
THE TURKS WOULD HAVE TO ABANDON ABOUT HALF OF THAT PORTION 
OF NORTHERN CYPRUS WHICH THEY HAD OCCUPIED AND NOW HOLD. 

HE FURTHER INDICATED THAT IT WAS AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF SUCH 
A BASIC UNDERSTANDING THAT THE LAST MEDIATORY EFFORT OF THE EC 
WAS CARRIED OUT, "AN EFFORT WHICH FRANCE WOULD BE DISPOSED TO 
CONTINUE." 

3. IN HIS SEPTEMBER 21 ATTACK ON THE GOG (PROMPTED BY THE 
STATEMENT REPORTEDLY MADE BY SAUVAGNAURGUES), PAPANDREOU STATED 
THAT A BIZONAL SOLUTION IS IN ESSENCE A PRELIMINARY STAGE 

OF PARTITION. HE ASSERTED THAT A BIZONAL FEDERATION IS BEING 
SUGGESTED AS A "NATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION" LARGELY BECAUSE 
OF THE ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY THE PERSISTENT INTRANSIGENCE OF THE 
TURKS-NOT ONLY AS TO CYPRUS BUT ALSO WITH RESPECT TO THE AIEGEAN 
QUESTION. THE TURKISH STAND ON BOTH THESE QUESTIONS, HE CONTINUED, IS 
UNDOUBTEDLY RELATED TO THE QUESTION OF RESUMPTION OF U.S. 

MILITARY AID TO TURKEY. PAPANDREOU THEN CLAIMED THAT "THERE IS 
NO DOUBT" THAT THIS TURKISH STUBBORNNESS IS GUIDED BY SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AND HAS AS A GOAL THE PRESSURING OF GREECE TO MAKE 
ADDITIONAL CONCESSIONS. PAPANDREOU CONCLUDED HIS ATTACK BY 
NOTING "IT IS TIME FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO SPEAK-OTHERWISE ITS 
RESPONSIBILITIES WILL BE EXTREMELY HEAVY." 

4. IN A REPLY TO PAPANDREOU (AS REPORTED TODAY IN CONSERVATIVE 
KATHIMERINP) THE GOVERNMENT STATES THAT IN THE PRESENT 
CRITICAL AND DELICATE PHASE OF THE CYPRUS PROBLEM, THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT CONSIDER THAT IT WOULD SERVE A USEFUL 
PURPOSE TO OPEN AN INTERNAL DIALOGUE ON THIS ISSUE. IN THE 
FIRST PLACE, THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY INITIATIVES AND FOR 
HANDLING THE CYPRUS QUESTION LIES WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CYPRUS. 

IN ADDITION, AT THE TIME THAT THE TURKISH SIDE REFUSED TO 

SUBMIT ANY CONCRETE PROPOSALS IN NEW YORK. AS IT HAD THE 
OBLIGATION TO DO, ATHENS CONSIDERS IT DIPLOMATICALLY INADMISSIBLE 
TO RUSH TO MAKE ITS POSITIONS KNOWN. 
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